“HENTINEL & ENTERPRISE 0T 05 ) SN SMITH

Restoration work to the cupola at Lancaster's First Church of Christ — also known as the Bulfinch

Church — has begun.

Jason Murray, left, and Matt Buckley, of Murray Broth- -

ers Construction Co., talk about the church bell,
made in the early 1800s.

An interior view of Lancaster's First
Church of Christ.

Praying for more help to complete
Lancasterchurch restoration

By Kevin Doherty

kdoharty priSe. com

ANCASTER — The first phase of restora-

tions to the historic First Church of Christ

Unitarian — known by many as the
Bulfinch Chureh — is under way, according to
Martha Moore, spokespersan for the Bulfinch
Fund.

 After raising about $180,000 thmugh grants;
donations and gundxmm , the Bulfineh Fund is in
the. ﬁrft phase of the raston: the cupolacam-
paign,” which includes restoration to the dome of
the chorch, the columns, steeple, bell eradle and

eaves, said Moare: ]

The church, located at 725 Main 8t., on the
Town Green, 15 in desperate need of repair, she
said.

“The eolumng holiingn‘p the dome of the eupola
have guite literally started to rot away, and in
some cased, are strapped together to keep them |
from falling to the groand,” she said.

Moore said the church is a symbol of early

Ammlapl'dmty_

“Everyone 8 the church and everyone loves
Pleasa see CHURGH /3
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it,” said Moore. “It's really a
reflection of the local charae-
ter and history of the town,
It's also a National Historical
Landmark.”

Nineteenth century Amer-
ican architect Charles
Bulfinch: designed th.e First
Church of Christ Unitarian,
located on the Town Greens
on Main Street, in 1918, said
Mouore,

“Bulfinch was the first
horn, pmfassmual architectin
American,” said Moore:
“Bulfinch also desizned the
U.8. Benate Building, the

original Mass. General Hos-
pital and parts of the White
Honse, ... This is one of only
two remaining Bulfinch f
churches, and the most pris-
tine of the twa,”

TheBulﬁnch Fund is look-
ing to raise an additional
$350,000 to complete the

cupola restoration, said Il tower from left, John Spe

Underneath t 1, bullding and grounds committee

i First Christ Church; Matt (and Jason Murray, of Murray

X .‘Wé-are.apﬁlyii:g fomore.  Brothers canstruc’cion talk about renovations to Leominster's First Church of Chiist.
federal and state grants to
ry to reach our goal, but we - said Moore. The last restoration proj-
do need the help of the com- For a donation of $500, a  ect happened more than 100
munity, too,” said Moore, resident can have hisor her  years ago, said John Spencer,
* The First Church of name inseribed onone of the: caretaker for the church for The 1 ODO-ppund cast-1mn
Christ Unitarian has large pins that willhold up.  more than 30 years bell, which still tolls on top of
received a grant of $50,000  the bellin the cupala. ”I'nm’abaen httla repairs the church, "was built by the
from the Massachuaatts “You will quite literally be and work done here and Paul Revere fbnndry in 1822,
Historical Commission's supporting the bell for the  there, bu:. the lastmmor TEn- smﬁ Spencer, “It's even more
Pmsew_g.tmn Project Fund, next 200 years,” said Moare.  ovation happened in 1904, b itsa

' ) ment bell, s say the first
The pipe organ ane was cracked, some say it

.atthe First was simply m;ﬂmd because

Church it sounded bad.”
~ of Christ — _ The church still eelabrates
-also known as avery Sunday from
the Bulfinch _m*aa 10 11:80 a.m., said
Church — in Il Spencer, There's abont 125
Lancaster. il l members in the church,
A ' 1 Town Administrator
|”] ”H : diyl \Orlando Pacheen said the
! project fits into town offi-
LA s A cial#’ “philosophical

o renavations,

“It's going to be one beau-
tiful campus when'it’s all
done," said Pachepo, “I think
it's eritically impartant to
preserve these historic land-
marks in town.”

The restoration project
will be done by local antigue-
restoration experts, Murray
Brothers Construction of
Leominster

The restaration project is
scheduled to take about
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Aview from the pulpit at the First Church of Christin
Lancaster.

of Murray Brothers Con-
struction.

The Bulfinch Fand will
Told a “Preservation Cele-
bration” on Sunday, June 30,
b the chureh from 160 6
p.m., said Moora, 4

Donations to help restore
the historical ehurch cqn be
mads online at wiw, The-

BulfinchFund.org or sent to

The Bulfineh Fund, PO Box
184, Lancaster, MA 01523,




